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Every sincere child of God should take to 

heart Paul’s description of the believers at Galatia 

when he writes: 
 

 “ O  foolish Galatians, who hath bewitched you, that 

ye should not obey the truth, before whose eyes Jesus Christ 

hath been evidently set forth, crucified among you? ”  ( Gal. 

3:1 ) .  
 

 The Galatians had begun with a clear under-

standing of the issues of grace—of all that Christ 

had done for them at Calvary and the position God 

had given them in Christ. But they had become fool-

ish—they allowed their thinking to wander from 

their completeness in Christ and thus had been be-

witched into thinking their adherence to a set of ex-

ternal rules would enable them to please God. Thus 

Paul seeks to reason with them: 

 
 “ T his only would I learn of you, RECEIVED YE 

THE SPIRIT BY THE WORKS OF THE LAW, OR BY THE 

HEARING OF FAITH? 

 “ A re ye so foolish? HAVING BEGUN IN THE 

SPIRIT ARE YE NOW MADE PERFECT BY THE FLESH?”  

( v s. 2,3 ) .  

 

 Are we required to keep the law in order to 

experience the fullness of the Christian life? Hardly! 

It is vital to realize that grace is not only the way of 

salvation but it is also the key to the sustaining and 

successful Christian life. The alternative is for our 

lives to be “vain”—empty, fruitless and barren: 

 
 “Have ye suffered so many things in vain? if it 
be yet in vain” (v. 4). 
 

 One of the major roadblocks on the road to 

spiritual growth is the unrealistic notion that the 

Christian life consists simply of mastering certain 

“principles,” that if we successfully follow a list of 

steps and standards we will achieve spirituality. 

 Many honest souls cannot believe that obedi-

ence to God can be secured in any other way than by 

the law-principle—by adherence to a set of external 

rules by which to obey and seek to please God. 

 

 The truth is, however, that no believer will 

be effective who sees his life as slavish servitude to a 

list of rules and regulations. Rather, we will be moti-

vated to godly living and faithful service when we 

see ourselves not as serving the law but responding 

to grace. 

 

 Romans 6:14 is an important verse here. Al-

though it is familiar and often quoted, it is amazing 

how little genuine understanding exists as to its real 

meaning: 

 

 “ F or sin shall not have dominion over you: for 

ye are not under the law, but under grace. ”  

 

 The first “for” states the fact that sin’s lord-

ship over us is ended.  The second reveals the basis 

on which this release is realized in our lives: We are 

not under the law—not under a performance system 

that first demands duty and then offers blessing.  

Rather we are under grace—which freely bestows 

the blessing first, knowing that the blessing will 

cause fruit to follow naturally. 

 

 It is important to understand that grace 

frees us from both sin and the law. 

 

 

FREE FROM THE LAW 

 

 Galatians 4:1,2 demonstrate the two-fold use 

of the law: 
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 “ N ow I say, That the heir, as long as he is a 

child, differeth nothing from a servant, though he be 

lord of all; 

 “ B ut IS UNDER TUTORS AND GOVER-

NORS until the time appointed of the father. ”  
 

 A “tutor” is one who teaches, while a 

“governor” is one who controls, restricts and re-

strains. These are the two basic functions of the law: 

to stop or control sin and/or to teach how to bring 

forth fruit that would be acceptable to the justice of 

God. 

 

 To thus use the law, however, only demon-

strates our own inadequacy, for the problem with 

the law is really the problem with us—it points out 

our inability. As Romans 8:3 reminds us: 

 

 “ … WHAT THE LAW COULD NOT DO, IN 

THAT IT WAS WEAK THROUGH THE FLESH….”
  

 The only answer to the condemnation of the 

law is to deal with sin by some other means. 

 

 The law can never stop sin in our lives sim-

ply because sin is there. Rather the law makes sin 

active and alive for “by the law is the knowledge of 

sin” (Rom. 3:20). 
 

 Thus Romans 7 tells us: 
 

 “ F or when we were in the flesh, THE MO-

TIONS OF SINS, WHICH WERE BY THE LAW, did 

work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death. ”  

 “ W hat shall we say then? Is the law sin? God 

forbid. Nay, I HAD NOT KNOWN SIN, BUT BY THE 

LAW: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, 

Thou shalt not covet. 

 “ B ut SIN, TAKING OCCASION BY THE 

COMMANDMENT, wrought in me all manner of concu-

piscence, FOR WITHOUT THE LAW SIN WAS 

DEAD. ”  

 “ F or I WAS ALIVE WITHOUT THE LAW 

ONCE: BUT WHEN THE COMMANDMENT CAME, 

SIN REVIVED, AND I DIED. 

 “ A nd the commandment, which was ordained 

to life, I found to be unto death. 

 “ F or SIN, TAKING OCCASION BY THE 

COMMANDMENT, DECEIVED ME, AND BY IT SLEW 

ME. ”  

 “ F or we know that THE LAW IS SPIRITUAL: 

BUT I AM CARNAL, SOLD UNDER SIN ”  ( Rom. 7:5, 

7-11,14 ) .  

 

 It is our identification with Christ at Calvary 

that frees us from sin. In Romans 6 our freedom 

from sin is based squarely on the fact that we have 

been crucified with Christ. 
 

 “ K nowing this, that OUR OLD MAN IS CRU-

CIFIED WITH HIM [CHRIST], THAT THE BODY OF 

SIN MIGHT BE DESTROYED, THAT HENCEFORTH 

WE SHOULD NOT SERVE SIN. 

 “ F OR HE THAT IS DEAD IS FREED FROM 

SIN ”  ( vs. 6,7 ) .  
 

 In Romans 7 we learn that this same identi-

fication with Christ at Calvary has also made us free 

from the law: 
 

 “ W herefore, my brethren, YE ALSO ARE BE-

COME DEAD TO THE LAW by the body of Christ… ”  

 “ B UT NOW WE ARE DELIVERED FROM 

THE LAW, THAT BEING DEAD WHEREIN WE WERE 

HELD; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and 

not in the oldness of the letter ”  ( vs. 4,6 ) .  
 

 At its most basic level, law is a performance-

based system. To be “free from the law” means that 

Christ has delivered us from trying to “be good” in 

order to be accepted by God. No longer is it neces-

sary to be under external enactments, under condi-

tions of performance and duty. “In Christ” we al-

ready have an eternal standing in grace—have al-

ready secured Divine favor, by a sovereign act of God 

which has not only reckoned to us Christ’s redeem-

ing work but also places us fully in His present ac-

ceptance with God! 

 

 This deliverance from the law gives us lib-

erty from sin’s dominion in the details of our lives. 

The relationship between sin and the law is ex-

plained in I Corinthians 15:56: 
 

 “ …THE STRENTH OF SIN IS THE LAW. ”  
 

 Our problem all along has been sin—and the 

law points out sin on its every occurrence, thus con-

demning us. Having been made free from sin 

through the cross-work of Christ, however, the law 

has lost its job, as it were. Thus the cross also makes 

us free from the law: 

 

 “ B LOTTING OUT THE HANDWRITING OF 

ORDINANCES THAT WAS AGAINST US, WHICH 

WAS CONTRARY TO US, AND TOOK IT OUT OF 

THE WAY, NAILING IT TO HIS CROSS ”  ( Col. 

2:14 ) .  
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 Since the cross has so effectively dealt with 

sin, should we then use the law for its other pur-

pose—to motivate us to live in a godly manner? Let’s 

see. 

 

LIVING UNDER GRACE  

 

 Paul declares that it is grace that teaches 

and motivates the believer today to “maintain good 

works.” 
 

 “ F or the grace of God that bringeth salvation 

hath appeared to all men, 

 “ T EACHING US THAT, DENYING UNGOD-

LINESS AND WORLDLY LUSTS, WE SHOULD LIVE 

SOBERLY, RIGHTEOUSLY, AND GODLY, in this pre-

sent world ”  ( Titus 2:11,12 ) .  

 

 Grace teaches us to deny ungodliness—to 

stop sin in our lives—and to live soberly, righteously 

and godly—to bring forth fruit that will please God. 

 

 Paul says, “By the grace of God I am what I 

am” (I Cor. 15:10), and we need to discover in our 

lives what this means. It is grace that produces re-

sults, whereas law-keeping makes only for frustra-

tion. The gospel of the grace of God liberates us into 

a life of service for Christ and if it were truly under-

stood it would electrify present-day Christianity. 

The problem of our present time is that the Church 

preaches a message that is little more than warmed-

over Judaism rather than the liberty that comes 

from faith in the finished work of Christ on the 

cross. 

 

 Let’s understand this clearly: the Christian 

life is not earning credits and blessings from the 

Lord. Instead, it is the grateful response to what He 

has already done for us in that He has given us eve-

rything in Christ Jesus. Romans 8:32 sets forth our 

confidence: 
 

 “ H e that spared not His own Son, but deliv-

ered Him up for us all, HOW SHALL HE NOT WITH 

HIM ALSO FREELY GIVE US ALL THINGS? ”  
 

 The little word “for” in the middle of Romans 

6:14 is intriguing. We believe both parts of the 

verse—but why this “for”? The answer is the key to 

the Christian life: for the believer, being under grace 

brings about what all his legal efforts could never 

attain. Thus it is all important to discern what it 

means to be “under grace.” 

 

 The answer is repeated over and over in 

Paul’s epistles: it is discovering that we have 

everything in Christ, believing it and resting in 

it. 

 We must never believe that these truths are 

merely abstract doctrines that have no relevance to 

our lives. The motivation for the marvelous ministry 

committed to our trust grows out of the great joy 

that comes when the truths of grace grip the heart. 

A clear understanding of and confidence in the grace 

of God is the only way to success.  

 

GRACE WORKS 

 

 Grace is not against good works! It simply 

does not bless on the basis of good works. We receive 

blessing from God based solely on the merits of His 

Son—blessings freely given to us in Christ and no-

where else. The completeness that is in Christ 

means deliverance from trying to “be good” and “do 

right” in order to be accepted by God. 

 

 Never think for a moment, however, that 

good works are not important to grace. We must 

learn that grace is God’s way both in salvation and 

the Christian life. It is the modus operandi for the 

Christian life. The good works the law demands, 

grace produces. 

 

 The law demands good works and uses its 

terror—rejection, shame, fear of punishment, unan-

swered prayer, personal tragedy, etc.—as motiva-

tion. Here performance is a necessity to secure the 

blessings and avoid the curses. 

 

 Grace, on the other hand, allows us to serve 

on a different basis—not from fear but on the basis 

of love and gratitude, from appreciation and glad-

ness for blessings freely given and freely received. 

 

 This is the fundamental difference between 

the way that law and grace produce results: the rea-

son for doing good works under law is different from 

the reason for doing them under grace. Two familiar 

passages well illustrate this: 

  

 Consider first, Matthew 6:14,15, 

 

 “ F or  IF YE FORGIVE men their trespasses, 

YOUR HEAVENLY FATHER WILL ALSO FORGIVE 

YOU: 

 “ B ut IF YE FORGIVE NOT men their tres-

passes, NEITHER WILL YOUR FATHER FORGIVE 

YOUR TRESPASSES. ”  

 

 The motivation to perform the good work of 

forgiving others is quite clear: If a person forgives 
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others, then they will also be forgiven. If not—then 

there is no forgiveness for them. This is the law 

principle and its motivation. 

 

 Now contrast this with Ephesians 4:31-32: 

 

 “ L et all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and 

clamour, and evil speaking, be put away from you, with 

all malice: 

 “ A nd be ye kind one to another, tender-

hearted, FOGIVING ONE ANOTHER, EVEN AS GOD 

FOR CHRIST ’ S SAKE HATH FORGIVEN YOU. ”  

 

 This is the program of grace—we do the 

same good work, but for a different reason. Rather 

than being against good works, grace motivates and 

produces good works—but it produces them for a 

different reason than the law does. 

 

 Under grace we serve as the natural re-

sponse of who we are in Christ. Are we to forgive one 

another because they perform up to our expecta-

tions—because they confess their wrong or make 

restitution? No. We forgive because by faith we are 

free to live consistently with who we are in Christ, 

simply out of gratitude. 

 

 As we rejoice in an understanding of how 

God values and esteems us in Christ, that under-

standing will motivate us to serve one another. Ga-

latians 5:13,14 instruct us: 

 
 “ F or brethren, ye have been called unto liberty; 

only use not liberty for an occasion to the flesh, but BY LOVE 

SERVE ONE ANOTHER. 

 “ F OR ALL THE LAW IS FULFILLED IN ONE 

WORD, EVEN IN THIS: THOU SHALT LOVE THY 

NEIGHBOR AS THYSELF. ”  

 

 Thus as we live “under grace” we are able to 

produce the very good works that the law de-

manded—but which we were not able to accomplish 

under that system (Gal. 3:10). 

 

 A knowledge of the love of God so clearly 

demonstrated for us in Christ is His powerful moti-

vation to encourage us to godly living and faithful 

service. It is the love of Christ which constrains us—

not our love for him, but His love for us. This is the 

motive of gratitude and appreciation. Our lives are 

lived purely as a “thank you” in response to God’s 

unspeakable gift. 

 

 Sometime ago the writer witnessed an illus-

tration of the power of love to motivate which all can 

understand: On the TV screen was a burning house. 

A young mother was in the front yard while her two 

small children were on the second floor, which was 

consumed with fire and smoke. Two big firemen 

were trying to restrain the little mother as she 

struggled to break free from them. 

 

 Finally, in a burst of determined energy, she 

escaped their grip and ran into the flaming house to 

her death. While newsmen asked the TV camera, 

“Why did she do such a thing?” everyone viewing 

knew the answer. 

 

 Was it some city ordinance requiring parents 

to care for their children that sent that mother into 

the flames? Hardly! Rather it was a motivation that 

simply would not be denied—a mother’s love! There 

is no other motivation like it—except the love of 

Christ. Thus Paul declares that “the love of Christ 

constraineth us” (II Cor. 5:14). 

 

 Knowledge of God’s love for us in Christ is 

His powerful motivation to encourage us to present 

our bodies as living sacrifices. To view Romans 

12:1,2 as a command is utterly wrong. It is to make 

a law of grace. Paul beseeches by the “the mercies of 

God,” which will bring about a submissive heart.  

Vows cannot obtain this. Even if they could, the sac-

rifice would not be acceptable to God, for “though I 

bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though I 

give my body to be burned, and have not charity, it 

profiteth me nothing”  (I Cor. 13:3). 

 

 How can this powerful motivation of love be 

produced in our lives? Paul has told us, “The love of 

God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost 

which is given unto us” (Rom. 5:5). The Holy Spirit 

and the word of God always go together. It is as we 

look into the word of God and learn the details of all 

that has been accomplished in Christ that we can 

rest by faith in God’s amazing grace. It is our faith 

resting in the facts of Calvary that allows the Spirit 

to empower those truths to transform our lives—

thus the word of God “works effectually in you that 

believe.” 

 

 The Church will realize the greatness of its 

potential when it discovers not new methods but the 

message it professes to believe. It is grace that sets 

us free from the frustration of the performance sys-

tem of the law. 

 

 We are made capable in our service for 

Christ in our own right when we see ourselves as 

children of God, set free from the bondage of the law 

and brought into the glorious liberty of the sons of 

God—this by understanding His grace. 
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 OUR DAILY AND WEEKLY RADIO PROGRAMS 
are available also at GraceImpact.org. If they do not air in 
your area, join us via the website! Click the Ministries tab. 
 

 THE REGULAR SERVICES of Shorewood Bible 
Church are broadcast live over the Internet each week.  You 
can hear Richard Jordan and Alex Kurz Sundays at 9:30 & 
10:45 a.m. and 6:00 p.m.; on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. (CT).  
Simply go to GraceImpact.org and click on at the appropriate 
time.  We have folks from around the world joining us each 
week, so ya’ll come!  If you are in the Chicago area, you can 
attend Shorewood in person at 1900 Hicks Road, Rolling 
Meadows, IL 60008.  For info call 888.535.2300.  
 

 UP-COMING CONFERENCES PROCLAIMING THE 
MESSAGE OF GRACE abound. Some 2016 meetings where 
you can hear the Editor include: 

  

Jan. 15-17 Kissimmee, FL 
Feb. 12-14:  San Juan Capistrano, CA 
March 12 Chicago 
March 18-20 Riceville, TN 
April 22-24 Rolling Meadows, IL 
May 27-29 Wilmot, OH 
June 24-26:  Sacramento, CA 
July 9-14 St. Charles, IL 

 

For details watch the conference page at GraceImpact.org. or 
contact our office at 888.535.2300. 
 

 KEEP UP WITH WHAT’S HAPPENING with the min-
istry at GraceImpact.org. Join us on Facebook and Twitter—
and soon on Periscope. (If you don’t know what these are, 
ask your grandkids!) 

 THE SUREST WAY WE KNOW 
 
to help others come to know “the wonderful message of 

the wonderful grace of God” is to get that message out 

to greater numbers. It is the special focus of this minis-

try to do just that. Will you join us in prayer as we con-

tinue to reach out into the market place with the mes-

sage of grace and determine in your heart what part 

you should have in it? 

Grace School of the Bible 
 
 If you desire to be a serious student of the 
Bible, GSB might just be what you’ve been looking 
for. We are able to offer extension classes through 
the use of DVDs, allowing you to study at your own 
pace and scheduling demands. 
 

 Our unique curriculum base follows the 
Edification Design set forth by the Apostle Paul and 
is structured so as to mature and equip students for 
the work of the ministry in whatever area they may 
choose. 
 

 Write for a free catalog or call us at 
888.535.2300 to speak to someone in person.  

Watch and Pray for  

Forgotten Truths 
 

Nationally on: 
 

Saturday at 9:00 p.m.ET 
DirecTV Channel 367 (WHT) 

DISH Network Channel 217 (WHT) 
 

Sunday at midnight ET 
DISH Network Channel 82 (FETV) 

U-Verse Channel 578 (FETV) 

 

For local listings, check ForgottenTruths.com 

New Series 
 

Educating Angels 
 

 These  messages by Richard Jordan take a fresh 

look at this intriguing subject.  
 

TITLES: 

Angels Looking Over Us 

What Angels Need to Know 

The Plot To Weaken the Nations 
The Mother of All Mysteries 

Mother’s Mystery Maidens 

What Satan Missed 
The Roll of the Scroll 

 
CD or DVD: $18 

Order from The Grace Journal 

Charge card orders call 888.535.2300 

Family Matters 
 

 Grace-based living sweetens married life, makes 

parenting more joyful and liberates children by emotion-

ally and spiritually preparing your whole family for a 

lifetime of healthy choices and relationships with God, 

each other and the world in which we live. These simple, 

coherent expositions by Richard Jordan of Paul’s divinely 

inspired instructions will bring grace to life. 
 

TITLES: 

Family Life Today 

The Measure of a Wife 

The Measure of a Husband 

The Measure of a Child 

The Measure of a Father 

Taking Grace to Work 
 

CD or DVD: $18 

The Real Miracle of Christmas 
 
 Follow along as Richard Jordan takes us on a journey 

through Scripture to uncover the real date of the birth of Christ and 

also the real miracle of December 25. An absorbing study that will 
leave you rejoicing. 
 

CD or DVD: $5 
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When the Lord of glory died, when the 

     Prince of life was killed; 

What God’s prophets had foretold,  

     wicked  hands fulfilled. 

When God’s spotless Lamb was slain, 

     it was by God’s decree; 

In no other way could God be just 

     and set the sinner free. 
 

  —J.C. O’Hair 

Watch and Pray for  

Forgotten Truths 
 

Nationally on: 

 DirecTV 

DISH Network 

AT&T U-Verse 
 

See page 5 for times and channels 

Join us for the 

 

28th Annual 

Florida Grace Conference 

January 15-17, 2016 
 

LOCATION: 

Ramada Gateway Hotel 
7470 Highway 192 West 

Kissimmee, FL 34747 
 

THEME: 

Holding Fast the Faithful Word 
 

This popular mid-winter conference has something for the 

whole family, in a comfortable and affordable setting. Make 

reservations directly with the Hotel at 800.327.9170 and men-

tion the Florida Grace Conference for special rates. 

 

Sessions begin Friday at 6:30 p.m and conclude noon Sunday. 

Speakers include Russ Hargett, Ron Thomson, Willard Ses-

soms, Fred Bekemeyer, Des Strydom, Jason Tripp and Rich-

ard & Cynthia Jordan. Classes for all ages and nursery avail-

able. 
 

For further information contact 

russhargett@verizon.net or 

des@gracewaybiblechurch.com. 

Southern California Grace Conference 

February 12-14, 2016 
 

THEME: 

Is the Grace Message Still Relevant? 
  

LOCATION: 

 Residence Inn 
33711 Camino Capistrano,  

San Juan Capistrano, CA  92675 

 
 For reservations contact 949.443.3600 or 800.331.3131 

and indicate the Berean Bible Ministry for group rate. 
 Speakers: Richard Jordan, Rick Jordan, David Stout, John 

Verstegen.  
      For further information contact: John Verstegen at 949-347-7635 or 
by email at jverstegen@hotmail.com or  www.helpersofyourjoy.com. 

Tape of the Month  

Club 
 

 We call it T.O.M. and it allows members to re-

ceive monthly CDs or DVDs of  Richard Jordan’s pulpit 

ministry at Shorewood Bible Church. Current series: Ephe-

sians (Sunday morning), II Timothy (Sunday evening), the 

Minor Prophets (Wednesday).  
 

 Members choose which (and how many) series 

and format they desire and receive four studies each 

month. Cost per series: $10 for CDs, $15 for DVDs. 
 

 If you would like to join T.O.M. or have ques-

tions, contact our office at 888.535.2300 or write the 

Grace Journal.  

 THE MOST APPROPRIATE HOLIDAY of the year 
for Christians is not Christmas or Easter—something a second 
grader could figure out! No. Thanksgiving is the day that me-
morializes I Thess. 5:18 and Col. 3:17! So we want to take this 
opportunity to publicly thank God for our many friends and 
faithful supporters who make this ministry possible. We love 
you and appreciate you more than we could ever say. Your 
partnership is a constant cause of “thanks to God” in our cam-
paign ñto make all men see.ò 


